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hold him to a known place of residence, all may be
lost. Will not the Duke of Saxony take a certain
casket in payment of 6000 florins ? As to the debt of
10,000 florins, he can do no more. Cannot John find a
sound horse to send him; and where are his trunk hose
that went to be mended? His two expeditions of 1568
and 1572 are said to have made him indebted for
2,400,000 florins. He warns John to have his castle
of Dillenburg securely guarded night and day, "in
these terrible times of villainy "; he cannot come there
with safety himself, as his unpaid Eittm.eis.ters might
seize him, or the Duke of Alva might have him
poisoned.

But now, out of the depth of affliction, there arose
the first sign of that unnoticed, unexpected force which
was ultimately to transform the whole struggle and to
decide the issue. It came as a little cloud out of the
sea, like a man's hand. This was the first naval success
of the "Beggars of_the Sea" For some time past the
Huguenots had issued letters of marque to privateer
ships from the west coast of France. Ooligny had seen
the great possibilities which this opened to the Pro-
testant cause; the result showed the importance during
half a century to come attributed to the port of La
Eochelle. Fresh from the bloody field of Jemmingen,
Louis of Nassau wrote (July 1568) that "they were
resolved to harass the enemy by sea "; and Coligny and
Louis seem to have induced the Prince in the following
year to issue commissions to various officers by sea. A
brother of Brederode, an Egmont and others, served on
shipboard; and a de Berghes, Lord of Dolhain, was
named as Admiral of the Fleet.